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relations with the English kings, hut in his private
affairs, and chiefly his long contest with Innocent HL
on the divorce question. The accuracy of his informa-
tion, his constant insertion of documents, and his
shrewd judgments, make the work of the Dean of S.
Paul's of great value for the student of Philip's career.
Not only at the centre of public business did English
writers note with surprise and in detail the growth of
the power which rivalled that of their masters.
Monastic chroniclers in the distant country valleys
waited eagerly for information of French doings, and
recorded what they learnt with pious interest. The
Ooggeshall chronicler of this period was a writer of no
small ability, and his house had welcomed many a
traveller who could give information at first hand of
the doings of kings and churchmen. Anselm, King
Richard's chaplain, who was with him in his romantic
adventures after leaving Palestine, Milon, abbat of Pin,
who heard his last confession, themselves told their
experiences to the receptive ear of the Coggeshall
historian, and among their tales the doings of young
Philip were not forgotten. Thus we find in an English
monastery what is practically a first-hand authority for
some of the chief acts of the French king.
The historian of the priory of Augustinian canons at
Newburgh, living far indeed from the great events he
described, gives some of the most valuable information
which we possess as to the last years of Henry II., the
reign of Richard I., and the steady growth of the
strength of the Frankish monarchy. He dwells with
persistent iteration on the bitter jealousy which Philip
showed during the Crusade, on the "venomous workings